62                        INTERVIEWING JAPAN
After the horde of clients had departed, Sekir-
yushi ordered tea and we sat down to discuss his
work. The time was brief for he usually goes to
bed around seven o'clock every evening.'
"I have to rest my head.. I concentrate all
day, so if I do not retire early I am slow in the
morning and I cannot immediately see into the
past, present and future of each client one after
another," he explained.
Sekiryushi who has studied not only Western
style physiognomy but also delved into the 3000
secret volumes which have been handed down to
nimfrom his ancestors, stated.that the science of
reading a man's character from the study of the
face began in India before the birth of the Buddha,
for it is recorded that King Jabon (or Sudahodana)
called thousands of physiognomists to his court
to foretell the future of his child which was still
in the womb of Queen Maya. The first known
notation on this art in China occurred in a book
called Raofe whkh is gaid fo ^ ^ ^.^
about 2300 B.C. This document told how the
inside of the body could be judged by the appear-
ance of the outside.
"Since that date medicine and physiognomy
nave been one. You cannot consider them as
separate. Physiognomy is not fortune telling,"